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AN EARLY CALIFORNIA COLLECTOR. 


Pierre Joseph Michel Lorquin vas bor in Valencienne 
Northern France, about the vear 1800, He entered the 
University of Douay, graduating vith honors, when he en- 
tered a notary's office as first clerk and rose stendily 
until he obtained papers which entitled him to bractice 
his profession, In 1840 he removed to Paris where he 
was referee in the High Ttribunal: this was a hich office 
at that time and the occupant was of considerable inpor— 
tance, In 13848 the Revolution broke out and Lorquin 
applied for a position in Algiers: he ohtainea this and 
took up his residence at that place: this was his first 
Host important voyage and here he collected a sreat 
auount of valuable and interesting Lepidopterological 
hNatevial. 

Hearins of the disspvery of gold in california in _+ 
1850, he relinquished his position and set out for the 
hew El Dorado: but gold was not first in his ilind: it 
was the thought of the virgin field he vould be tie 
first to explore scientifically, and the inupber or nev 
things he would be sure to get. He arrived in 1850 and 
started for the mines in Tuoluime County, probably no 
doudt to practice lis profession as a lawyer, as thero 
was plenty for laryers to do in those days of 40. 

Here he begun his collections. He sent for his family: 
and they arrivin; in 1852, he set out for a tour of the 
Nozvthern part. of California: froi pacraiierto, he wot to 
Nownieville, Plumas Gounty, Eldorado count’, Stockton 
and Carson City, Nevada, His excursions vere continued 
in the South where he visited Los Angeles and San Diego: 
At the latter place he obtained Lycaena yeris or sonor- 
ensis. On account of his son's health, he returned to 
oan Francisco. The 1ext yvoar, 1864, he started on ano— 
they excursion northward and visited MONTeS OVAL. on 
slerra County, Yuba River, Anador County, Calaveras 
County, Mariposa County, south to Fresno County, ant north 
LO Marin County and Sonoma County till L856, Th the 
lattor year, he started out for Manilla, Philinvine 
Uslands, nut catie back again in 1861, wheit he Penaiinca 
one vear. In 1862, he left for Cochin china and visited 
the followings places in turn alwavs collecting Lepidon- 
tera :-- Hong Kong, China, several islands of th) Phili- 
ippine zP:nm, Celebes, Aru islands, Cerun, Ariboyna, 
Rermate, Gilolo ani Java, mm the Latter place he lad 
an attack of fever -rhich conmellea hii to Penain ina 
hossital for sone time. when he Ppecovered, he returned 
in 18790 to Paris. He travelled a little in Souther 
PYANCO aid Spain collecting butterflies and moths. He 
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had prepared to return to the Philippines again but died 
only a few iays before he was to start in 1877, 

Mr, Lorquin was a viediun sized man, andi had a very 
strong constitution which enabled hin to travel every- 
where in search of specinens, alwavs on foot, He was 
a great pedestrian, being able to walk lons distances 
without heins fatigued. In his travels in the Rast 
Indies, he lived «ith the natives by hom he was much 
helped in his travels and collecting, 

MP, horquin is an inportant charactor in California 
Mtonology as almost all the lepidoptera deserihbed fron 
the Pacific Coast by Boisduval vere collec: ed by this nan 
D2, Boisdnval was Lorquin's fanily physician, 

In 1854, De. Hernan Behr and }o, Lorquin met in 
sal Francisco and from that tirie -rere close friends, 

Dr, Boisdival albvnyvs sent a svecinen of each species 
when he Aesorihei it buck to Lorquin and these co-tvpes 
vere Turned over to Dr, Behr and are nov uraserved in 
the museum of the California Acadenv of Seiences,. 
horquin also collected other insects, especially heetles, 
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that Wo vas nev just on the point of Lournings Enezlish 
and how Natl to drop tho project. 

Pierve Joseph Michel Lorzquin holds a unique posi- 
tion in Cal&foxrnia Untonology un the discoverer of suo 
many of our sgecies aid will alweys be thought of in 
connection vith that noted woup of Gxlifornia students 
ov the Lepidoptesa-- Bel, Dehrens, Stveten, Henzy Eea- 


VWaLas and Rivors, 


Ioan didepted to Mr. BE. FP. Lorquin of San Francisco 
for these particulars in regard to his father's life. 
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HABITS & VALUR of the COCCINELLIDAE. 
by Cnaxvles Fuchs. 


I bolieve everyone is faniliar vith the so-callod 
lady-hird, a heetlo belonging to the fai.dly of the 
coeccinelidae: a little scarlat heetle whase back is 
varierated vith many dots and desisns. It feeds 
mainly on olant lico which infest treest and shrubhery 
and for that Peason wore naned Ap dap by Latreille, 
Tie lurva of the Coccinella is so voracious that. it .is 
yorthy of particular attention. In. ther Laid “ofthe 
year when the sap of the .plants diminishes and the cold 
weather sets in and there are no more aphides, the hecetle 
Saks shelter in freat multitudes for the wintex» period. 
On one oceasion I found in the State of New York about 
four Muidves of the Megilla maculata under the bark of 
an old snowy clad tree. They were in quite a:frozen 
condition, buy anon heing transported into the warn 
atnosphere of my Poon, soon recovered consciousness. 

The first mild spring days aroused them fron their winter 
sleep. Bvery orchardist is avyare of the value of the 
hlack lady nue with two larze red spots. Without this 
insect scale nugs and plant lice would have heen domin- 
ant ove? all orchards. 

Toe7allustrate the iuportanco of the Coccinellidae, 

T shoud Like to add that ye Asricultural Me hear fas 

n VYashington, N.C. considere’ it opportune to send their 
whet field arent, ML. Ree Koebele to Aus tralia, 

> father speciemums of the fanilyv of Cocecinellidaue 

and toryeranisport: thei into Galifornia. M?. Koebele is 
entitied to yvorthy esteen for aciieving this hich is 
Hoth intevesting and valuable, The account thereof, 
Pepa sien in the puidtoetin No. Al, U.S. Depaxtnernit..of 
Agvicultuve, Division of Entowology, gives excellent and 
useful disclosures. 

Hy intentions are not to enter upon a scientific 
iscussion, as ve have so sanyvy works yvritte: by famous 
ntor 1olopista, vizi--Leconte, Mulsant and othess.. I 
erely wish to indicate clearly the singular and alnost 
universal admiration with “hich this tiny creature is 
ecard ant. Lie.care Ltn which. it ts protested, Even 
the little naughty boys who torment all other insects, 
which are vyithout means of vepelling assault, ave a 
tender consideration For thes 38 he sLoved fricuas 
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Mie popular MWwies siven to these bestles Andicate 
fata nus a striking compassion for then. . Thus in 
ANe@vica it is called "Lady bug" and in England the conmnon 


name apolied to them is "Lady bird.” In England when 
examples of these little boetlesare found by the chil- 
Beni, wiey aro placsxd noon the tip of a finger and 
breather uponand enticed to fly while the children sing 
"lady bird, Lady bird, fly avav home: your nose is 
Giecare, Your childven'at. home." In Gernanyv, the heot- 
le is called"Sonnenkaelnchen" (little sin calr), "Got- 
tesschaeflein* (God's little sheep), or "Marienwuernchen" 
(the little worm of the Holy Marv). In France "Vache 
a Dieu" (God's cow), Cheval a Dieu" (God's horse’) and 
pete de la Vierge" (anirial of the Holy Virgin). 

All these nanes exiqtei long hefore gcience had dis- 
covexvod the utility of these insects. It is indisput- 
abletiawt, already before pur great entonolorist Linne 
lived, this class of heeties fulfillei that work which 
nature has laid ont for then and without doubt vere 
observed by sagacions nen who sonprehended their mission. 
the people know nothing ef thair henefiejal work, but 
netwithstandin: this, they love and chexvish ther. 
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